
CoP Meeting – RVH IPAC Hub

CHANGES AND UPDATES - MARCH 17, 2022
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VACCINATION POLICY

• Mandatory immunization policy for LTCHs revoked as of March 14, 2022

• Facilities can still retain their own mandatory vaccination policy for:

▪ Existing and new staff, students, and volunteers

▪ Essential caregivers, general visitors, and support workers

• May seek independent legal advice as needed
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VISITATION

• Number of indoor general visitors and/or caregivers increased to 4 per 

resident at a time

• No restrictions on number of individuals permitted for outdoor visits

• Children under the age of five can resume visits

• Cohorting no longer required for social activities, except for dining
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ASYMPTOMATIC SURVEILLANCE

• Rapid antigen testing (RAT) to resume 90 days post-infection, not 30 days

• Surveillance testing no longer required for outdoor visits

• Testing frequency of twice a week for staff, caregivers, students, and 

volunteers still required for LTCHs using RATs

• Testing also required for general visitors prior to entry in a LTCH

• Infants under one year of age are not required to be tested

• Combined nasal and oral sampling recommended for RAT
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RESIDENT ABSENCES

• All residents, regardless of vaccination status, may resume social 

absences of any duration

• No isolation required for day absences in residents unless tested positive

• If there is a known exposure during absence:

✓Residents should be treated as a high-risk contact

✓Boosted residents should isolate until PCR test on day 5 is negative

✓Other residents should isolate for 10 days with a PCR test on day five
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WHEN TO TEST RESIDENTS?

• For new admissions from the community:

▪ A PCR test should be done on day 5 for boosted residents, and on or after day 5 

for residents with less than 3 doses of COVID-19 vaccine

✓For boosted residents: screen and isolate on arrival until a negative PCR test 

result is obtained from day 5 test

✓For < 3 or 4 doses: screen and isolate on arrival for 10 days

• For transfers and admissions from another facility:

▪ A PCR or RAT is required prior to entry (within last 24hrs) or on arrival (day 0)

✓Isolation is required until a negative test is obtained
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WHEN TO TEST RESIDENTS?

• Return from overnight absences should be treated the same as an 

admission

• For day absences (≤ 24hrs), a RAT and PCR test on day 5 or two RATs 

24hrs apart as an alternative for LTCH residents

✓No isolation is required unless a positive result is received

• For frequent or daily absences, a RAT and PCR test should be done on the 

same day, two times per week
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UNIVERSAL MASKING

• Mandate still in place for all high-risk congregate living settings

• Medical mask required for general visitors for indoor visits

• Medical or non-medical mask also required for outdoor visits

• Residents should be encouraged to wear a medical or non-medical mask:

✓When receiving direct care from staff

✓When in common areas with other residents

✓When receiving a visitor

• Children < 2 years old are not required to wear a mask
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ALGORITHM FOR ADMISSIONS AND TRANSFERS

Source: https://www.health.gov.on.ca

https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/2019_LTC_homes_retirement_homes_for_PHUs_guidance.pdf
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/2019_LTC_homes_retirement_homes_for_PHUs_guidance.pdf
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QUESTIONS?


